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New Horizons

As we all emerge from the last two painful 
years, we can empathise with Pepys’ “great 
melancholy”. Looking to new horizons in 
2022, Salut! is inspired by composers who 
struggled through periods of adversity and 
stifled creativity. 

Consider our daring Women of Note, who 
were unseen and silenced as composers 
but persevered as trailblazers in direct 
challenge to the existing social order. Or 
Musical Moonlighters who sometimes 
had little choice but to become jobseekers 
as music broke free from the prerogative 
of royalty and the church. Our talented 
and multiskilled composers, ranging from 
scientists to spies, thrived in this new 
environment. Even as plague, sickness 
and death stalked the baroque period, our 
Medicinal Music concert explores how 
music emerged as “a medicine for pains”, 
transitioning from celebrating the glory of 
God to the Age of Enlightenment. And we 
hear from the composers who travelled to 
The New World to weave exotic harmonies 
and rhythms from a tapestry of European 
and South American cultures. 

Join us as we return to the stage for a year 
of joyous music making and shrug off the 
melancholy to explore new horizons.

“It is true we have gone through great 
melancholy because of the great plague…”

   Samuel Pepys, 31 December 1665

facebook.com/salutbaroque
instagram.com/salutbaroque  
salutbaroque.bandcamp.com



SSYDNEY:  Sunday 27 February, 3.00 pm
Verbrugghen Hall, Conservatorium of Music

CANBERRA: Thursday 24 February, 7.30 pm
 Albert Hall, Commonwealth Avenue SSYDNEY:  Sunday 15 May, 3.00 pm

Verbrugghen Hall, Conservatorium of Music

CANBERRA:  Friday 13 May, 7.30 pm
 Albert Hall, Commonwealth Avenue

Women of Note

tunning arias, inventive sonatas and 
perfectly crafted concertos were not 
enough for women to be acknowledged 

as composers during the Baroque period. 
To flourish, they needed good family 
connections and a generous patron. This 
program celebrates some of the extraordinary 
women whose compositions have survived 
and who were fortunate to have had support 
from the likes of the Medici family, Louis 
XIV and Frederick the Great (including his 
sister, Princess Wilhelmine). As we listen to 
these brilliant pieces and admire the talent 
of these composers, we can only imagine the 
demoralisation of having little expectation 
of their works being publicly performed or 
published.
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Enjoy music by Strozzi, Caccini, Leonarda, 
Sirmen, la Guerre, Martines & Wilhelmine

Musical 
Moonlighters
he struggle between creativity and 
livelihood was a necessary balance 
for Baroque composers, not dissimilar 

to artists today. Our collection of little-
known names had passion and talent but 
did not make a living from composing. 
Musicians usually found themselves at the 
mercy of others to survive unless were they 
born into the aristocracy or had a wealthy 
patron. However, these composers applied 
their wide-ranging skills to be employed 
elsewhere - as scientists, diplomats, spies, 
artists and in the military. Circumstance may 
have dictated their choice of profession yet, 
as moonlighters, their compositions still 
stand out for their charm, inspiration and 
inventiveness.

T

Enjoy music by Albicastro, Herschel, Haym, 
Bonporti, Frederick & Hoffmeister  



SSYDNEY:  Sunday 14 August, 3.00 pm
Verbrugghen Hall, Conservatorium of Music

CANBERRA:  Friday 12 August, 7.30 pm
 Albert Hall, Commonwealth Avenue SSYDNEY:  Sunday 20 November, 3.00 pm

Verbrugghen Hall, Conservatorium of Music

CANBERRA:  Friday 18 November, 7.30 pm
 Albert Hall, Commonwealth Avenue

Medicinal Music

y the 18th century, little was yet 
understood about diseases, which 
were often extremely contagious with 

high mortality rates. Treatments were usually 
ineffective and often hastened death. In the 
absence of remedies, as far back as Ancient 
Greece and Egypt, the healing power of 
music was recognised as therapeutic. Musica 
laetitiae comes, medicina dolorum (Music is 
a companion to joy and a medicine for pains) 
is a recurring motif during the Baroque period, 
and was included in paintings, as part of 
harpsichord decorations and in manuscripts. 
Medical matters were a source of fascination 
for composers, artists and writers, with 
surgery, madness, insomnia and hypochondria 
all providing inspiration.

B

Enjoy music by Bach, Zelenka, Handel, 
Eccles, Marais, Charpentier &  Durante

nfluenced by an earlier Moorish presence, 
the Spanish felt less compelled to mimic 
the French and Italian styles which 

dominated baroque music in Europe. With 
the discovery of South America, composers 
sought fresh ideas from the New World. 
Despite the tragedy of Spanish colonisation, 
composers were inspired by the sophisticated 
cultures of the Aztec and Inca Empires. The 
resulting music is a fascinating tapestry, 
blending both European and South American 
harmonies and rhythms to create a unique 
style. Some composers returned to Spain to 
share these innovative musical discoveries, 
further enriching their distinctive folk and 
dance music.

I

Enjoy music by Hidalgo, Durón, Zipoli, 
de Murcia, Fernandes &  de Araujo

The New World
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Concert Tickets
Ticket Prices

Subscription Tickets:
      Adult  $170 / Conc $150

Single Concert Tickets:
      Adult  $45 / Conc $40

Ticket Bookings
www.trybooking.com/eventlist/salut

We are happy to assist anyone needing 
help with bookings - please call us on 

0417 272 535

QR Code




